
trackside 
opulence

The world’s most advanced horse racetrack  
with the world’s first five-star trackside hotel

Text: Karen Simon

pool and bar overlooks the world’s most 
advanced racetrack. 

And for those who prefer the 
epicurean lifestyle to the equine, The 
Meydan also boasts seven distinctive 
restaurants and bars, offering hotel guests 
an array of gastronomic palates. From 
Prime, their premium steakhouse, to Shiba 
their contemporary twist on Japanese 
cuisine, this hotel celebrates gourmet at 
its best. Those who would rather have 
the privacy of in-room dining can take 
full advantage of The Meydan’s opulently 
designed suites, which offer unrivalled 
comfort and convenience. 

The UAE’s horse racing season begins 
in November and carries on through to 
March, so this year, be sure to mark your 
calendar; The Meydan is one iconic holiday 
destination not to miss.

Held annually in Dubai since 1996,  
the world’s richest horse race, the Dubai 
World Cup, positions the United Arab 
Emirates among the elite of the equestrian 
world. And in March 2010, the Dubai 
World Cup’s new home and world’s first 
luxury trackside hotel and grandstand, The 
Meydan, opened its doors to the crème de 
la crème of horse-race enthusiasts to unite 
exclusive sport and unparallelled service. 

Consisting of 285 beautifully adorned 
horse-themed rooms and suites—95 
percent of which face the 1,750m 
racecourse —The Meydan combines 
world-class service with incomparable 
vistas. Nowhere else in the world can you 
watch a live horse race from your private 
balcony, from underneath your bedcovers 
or better yet, from a warm bubble bath. 
Even The Meydan’s rooftop infinity 

  The Meydan’s unique combination of 
modernity, Arabic geometrics and equine-
themed designs is the creation of Malaysia’s 
Teo A Khing Design Consultants. Brought in to 
design the hotel from top to bottom, the TAK 
team chose the hotel’s main colour palate—gold, 
black and silver—to convey a strong sense of 
richness and modern sophistication. However, the 
designers also took full advantage of the hours 
of sunlight received in Dubai, integrating various 
environmental aspects of design throughout 
The Meydan. Surrounded by glass panels, for 
example, The Meydan’s atrium can be completely 
illuminated by daylight, reducing the hotel’s 
reliance on electricity for lighting the lobby  
from sunrise to sunset. 

Using the best technologies available, the TAK 
team has ensured that The Meydan elegantly 
brings together function, comfort and beauty, to 
place this hotel amongst the best in the world for 
luxury and service.

THE DESIGN  
FUNCTION, 
COMFORT & 
BEAUTY

dEPARTURES 

15


